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Four Homes & a chapel

Pearl Chase Society hosts house tour
from Westmont to the doors of four
residences designed by architect
George Washington Smith and the
chapel where he and Lutah Riggs
are interred (Story begins on p.12)

Hair It Is

Land of Enchantment

Stepping Out

Michele Mallet’s fashionable Belle de
Jour salon on Coast Village Road
celebrates grand opening, p. 18

Jerry Dunn Jr. explores northern New
Mexico, from cliff dwellings to the Jemez
Mountains volcanic range, p. 32

Sonja Wilkerson and Jeanne Mayer
suggest it’s time to take it from the top to
Shim Sham Shuffle-off-to-Buffalo, p. 22

TREK IN STYLE.
150 different styles of tread to choose from
BACKPACKING

HIKING
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WATER SHOES
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FLIPS

Share your travel stories
and photos with us!
#mountainairsports
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Village Beat
by Kelly Mahan

Pearl Chase Society’s
Historic Homes Tour
The Eichheim
Home in Montecito
is one of four
homes to be
featured during
the 15th Annual
Pearl Chase Society
Historic Homes
Tour. All of the
homes, as well as
the Santa Barbara
Cemetery Chapel,
were designed by
George Washington
Smith.

O

n Sunday, May 18, the Pearl
Chase Society will host its
15th Annual Historic Homes
Tour in Montecito. The bus-led tour,
which starts at Westmont College,
will stop at four homes designed by
architect George Washington Smith.
Participants will also be brought to
the Santa Barbara Cemetery Chapel
in Montecito, where Smith is interred.
Each year, the Historic Homes Tour

takes hundreds of participants to
Santa Barbara and Montecito neighborhoods. Past years have included Santa Barbara’s Upper East Side
(which featured Italian-style villas),
downtown Santa Barbara (which featured six antique adobes), and Mission
Ridge (which featured various architectural styles). “We are so excited to
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“I WALK THE LINE"

GUITARS. AMPLIFIERS. ACCESSORIES. LESSONS. REPAIRS. AWESOME.

137 ANACAPA ST., SUITE A • IN THE FUNK ZONE • 805/770-7242 • SBGUITARBAR.COM
HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT AT THE GUITAR BAR, CALL FOR DETAILS
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Leonard Schwartz, General Manager/Executive Chef,
Lucky’s, 1279 Coast Village Road, Montecito
Guitar: Suhr, Modern Carve Top in Trans Purple Burst

-Johnny Cash
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George Washington
Smith employed
large expanses of
exterior whitewashed walls, as
well as wroughtiron grillwork and
recessed windows

be in Montecito for this year’s tour,”
said organizer Sue Adams.
Pennsylvania-born
George
Washington Smith studied art and
architecture in Massachusetts and
Paris, France, and traveled extensively throughout Europe. He moved to
Montecito in 1916 as a budding young
landscape painter, along with his wife,
Mary Catherine Greenough, a skilled
pianist and talented actress. Trying
his hand at architecture, Smith built
his own Andalusian farmhouse on
Middle Road. It was warmly received
by neighbors, who then commissioned Smith to build their homes.
His successful designs led him to give
up landscape painting and work fulltime as an architect. Between 1918

and his untimely death in 1930, he
designed more than 60 residential and
non-residential structures, mostly in
Montecito and Santa Barbara.
According to Pearl Chase Society
historian Hattie Beresford, Smith’s
travels in Spain and Mexico schooled
him in the elements of Spanish vernacular architecture such as enclosed
courtyards, central fountains, loggias,
balconies, and thick walls; these design
elements can be seen throughout this
year’s tour. He also employed large
expanses of exterior white-washed
walls in an effort to achieve artistic
shadows from trees and landscaping.
In his latter years, he was assisted in
his designs by his protégé and draftswoman, Lutah Maria Riggs, who later

The perfect Mother’s Day
gift awaits you in Intimo, at
Antoinette. Honor her with
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luxurious silks from Hanro
and La Perla, the ideal
present for your favorite lady.

established her own successful practice.
As part of the tour, docents and tour
leaders will give extensive history on
each home. The first home, known as
the Canby/Cunningham House, was
built in 1922. The home has recently
been artfully renovated by the current
owner; notable architectural details
include artful rambling, and broad,
expansive stucco walls with irregularly placed, recessed windows. Just
down the road is the Eichheim Home,
named for original owner Henry
Eichheim, renowned violist, composer, and ethnomusicologist, who commissioned Smith to design and build
it in 1922. The home’s entrance is
marked by a two-story loggia, supported by Doric columns. The Culley
House was completed in 1930. In 2012,
fire broke out in the home, which was
being remodeled. Since then, it has
been extensively renovated but retains
the feel of GWS’s design through the
original ornamental wrought-iron
grillwork, the plaster grills, deepset recessed windows, a half loggia
connected to a balcony at the rear,
and the rambling effect of the rooms,
Beresford says. The fourth home is Los
Sueños, which was built in 1928. The
10,500 square-foot, seven-bedroom,
nine-bath residence is “both intimate
and formal,” Beresford said.
Both George Washington Smith and
Lutah Maria Riggs are interred at the
Chapel at the Santa Barbara Cemetery,
which they designed in 1924. The
chapel contains frescoes by famed
Mexican muralist, Alfredo Ramos
Martinez. Martinez also created a
mural, Los Guardianes, in the loggia
of the Eichheim House, and painted
a monochromatic portrait of Henry
Eichheim. The portrait, together with
his papers and collection of musical
instruments, resides at UCSB. “There
are so many overlapping stories on
this tour,” Beresford told us. “It’s really quite interesting and entertaining.”
Participants will be treated to tea
and refreshments during the tour. The
tour is open to the public from 11
am to 4 pm on Sunday, May 18. Tour
tickets are $65 for Pearl Chase Society

members, $75 for non-members, and
$95 for a ticket and a first-time-only membership. To purchase tickets,
visit www.PearlChaseSociety.org.

Belle de Jour Opens

Belle de Jour owner Michele Mallet; the salon
opened earlier this month in Olive Mill Plaza

Montecito’s newest salon, Belle de
Jour, is open for business. The salon,
owned by business partners Michele
Mallet and Joel Mallet, opened its
doors on April 19. It is located in Coast
Village Road’s Olive Mill Plaza, down
the driveway from the main street.
Michele, who gave us a tour of
the salon earlier this week, said she
wanted to open a salon in the spirit of
Paris, where she and Joel both studied
hair and beauty. The salon features
natural, organic products from France
and Italy. “It’s the best organic hair
color I’ve ever used,” Michele said.
She tells us the restrictions are stricter
in Europe regarding what ingredients
can be put in “all-natural” products.
The color line, Philip Martin’s from
Italy, is oil-based instead of ammonia-based, and does not contain sulfates or parabens. The salon also features Eau de Mer and Coloristeur
from Startec, other natural products
that Michele prefers. “They are so
natural, they don’t make a hairspray!”
she said. She also carries Mirabella, a
natural, organic makeup line.
In just the first couple of weeks, the
salon has been selling out of custom
shampoo blends, made with raw pig-
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The bright
and open
hairdressing
area at Belle
de Jour

Only at Antoinette,
always fashion.
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